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A newsletter by and for the staff of the Fairfax-Falls Church Community Services BoardBeacon
Program Spotlight

REVIVE!  
New program saves lives by reversing opioid overdoses 

CSB Residential Treatment Services staff 
members Lauren Krause and Natalie Holmes 
conducting a lay rescuer training at the 
Merrifield Center.  

Free EVZIO kits  
provided through  

Patient Assistance Program
EVZIO is another tool for reversing 
opioid overdoses that CSB now 
makes available to eligible service 
recipients. EVZIO is a take-home, 
hand-held, single-use auto-injector 
for immediate administration as 
emergency treatment of known 
or suspected opioid overdose 
in settings where opioids may 
be present. Upon referral from 
CSB case managers, counselors 
and prescribers, the CSB Patient 
Assistance Program (PAP) staff will 
help uninsured individuals (with 
household incomes at or below 
150% of the federal poverty level) 
apply for free EVZIO kits through 
the kaléo Cares Patient Assistance 
Program (the makers of EVZIO.) For 
more information, contact Edem 
Gumedzoe (703-481-4238).

More people in the U.S. die from 
drug overdoses each year than in 
car crashes, the federal government 
reports. In Fairfax County, deaths 
from heroin overdose doubled 
between 2013 and 2014. In Northern 
Virginia, heroin-related deaths 
increased 164 percent between 2011 
and 2013. From 2011 to 2014, the 
number of Fairfax County residents 
who needed services due to use of 
heroin, non-prescription methadone, 
and/or other opiates (including licit 
medications like hydrocodone and 
oxycodone) increased 22 percent. Our 
county’s Fire and Rescue Department 
responded to 291 suspected heroin 
overdoses between 2011 and 2014. 
What has been described as a national 
“epidemic” of overdose deaths from 
heroin and other opiates has hit our 
community as well.

To address the crisis and help save 
lives, the Community Services Board 
has partnered with the Virginia 
Department of Behavioral Health 
and Developmental Services and the 
Chris Atwood Foundation to launch 
Project REVIVE! in our community. 
REVIVE! makes naloxone (Narcan®) 
available to lay rescuers and trains 
them on what to do and not do in an 
overdose situation, how to administer 
naloxone, and what to do afterwards. 
Each attendee also receives a free 
REVIVE! kit, which includes all 
the supplies needed to administer 
naloxone. The medication itself can 
be acquired at a pharmacy after 
completing the training.

In June, dozens of CSB staff 
members participated in a REVIVE! 
“Train the Trainer” event held at 
Crossroads and the Chantilly Center. 
Since July, CSB Residential Treatment 
Services staff who completed the 
training have offered six lay rescuer 
trainings to family and community 
members, individuals receiving CSB 
services, and other staff members. 
In addition, through a cooperative 
agreement with the Chris Atwood 
Foundation, a lay rescuer training is 
now being offered the last Wednesday 
of each month at 6:30 p.m. at our 
Merrifield site. 

The response to the training has been 
overwhelming and positive. Families 
and individuals served have expressed 
immense gratitude for having one 
more tool to help save a loved one’s 
life. The hope is that, through ongoing 
community partnerships, Project 
REVIVE! continues to expand.

Please help spread the word! 
Encourage individuals, family 
members and community members 
to consider attending one of the 
trainings. It can save a life.

Check the CSB website for 
information on upcoming trainings, or 
contact Peggy Cook (703-449-6104).

Staff can also check out the new CSB 
Procedure and Standing Order on 
Naloxone Administration.
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